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Curriculum Abstract 

Classical Education has three unique characteristics: Curriculum, the Trivium, and Socratic 

Seminar. The most distinctive feature of Classical Education is the three stages of learning referred 

to as the Trivium. Subjects are best learned when broken down into the sequential phases 

of Grammar, Logic, and Rhetoric. As the Socratic Seminar occurs, learning takes place as students 

take ownership of their thoughts and statements while understanding truth of the matter as clearly 

as possible. 

Royal Holloway Academy provides a Classical Education that meets entering sixth grade 

students with support to culminate the Grammar stage. The Grammar stage embraces learning the 

“what” or facts, while seventh and eighth grade correspond to the leaning of “why” – the Logic 

Stage. 

In the Logic stage, students test the facts they have learned and place data in an 

understandable manner. Students develop the capacity for more abstract thought as they expand 

on the knowledge base acquired during the grammar stage. Emphasis is placed on using facts to 

create proper sentences, define terms and eliminate ambiguity; and detect fallacies. Students are 

equipped to debate, construct and critique valid arguments; recognize logical fallacies, identify 

critical underlying assumptions, and further develop reasoning skills. 

In ninth through twelfth grade, students put together their acquired knowledge and skills 

in the creation and articulate expression of their own ideas and begin to formulate their own 

worldviews. This is the Rhetoric stage. Classical education is incomplete without the final phase 

of acquiring wisdom and developing the capacity for beauty and clarity of expression. Students 

take positions on issues and argue using cogent, articulate, and persuasive communication. 

Discussion and analysis of controversial and fundamental issues; and philosophies will continue, 

and students will be required to critically examine the assumptions and conclusions intrinsic to 

their own philosophies and those of the world around them. 

Developing intelligent world citizenship is an enormous task that cannot be accomplished 

without the humanities and arts that encourage flexible and creative thinking. Classical education 

values time spent in thought – It nurtures the art of awareness, teaching students to articulate 

observations clearly. The arts are a product of wars, ages of growth and change, philosophy, 

government reigns, nationalities, and artists interacting with leaders of their time. Cultural history 

contains the visual, aural, written, and sensory legacy left behind from those artists and the 

expression of their thoughts and ideas. Thus, Royal Holloway Academy’s critical focus and 

embrace on the Visual and Performing Arts.  

Royal Holloway Academy does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion 

(creed), gender, gender expression, age, national origin (ancestry), disability, marital status, sexual 

orientation, or military status, in any of its activities or operations.  
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Fine Arts Requirements and Career Pathways 

 

Developing intelligent world citizenship is an enormous task that cannot be accomplished 

without the humanities and arts that encourage flexible and creative thinking. Classical education 

values time spent in thought – It nurtures the art of awareness, teaching students to articulate 

observations clearly. The arts are a product of wars, ages of growth and change, philosophy, 

government reigns, nationalities, and artists interacting with leaders of their time. Cultural history 

contains the visual, aural, written, and sensory legacy left behind from those artists and the 

expression of their thoughts and ideas. Thus, Royal Holloway Academy’s critical focus and 

embrace on the Visual and Performing Arts. 

 Students are required to major in a fine arts area. Royal Holloway Academy (RHA) offers 

dance, music, theatre, and visual arts programming with advanced courses in the arts. Students are 

required to master an artistic area and follow a fine arts pathway. Courses starting in middle school 

are sequenced so that students develop appropriately and at an advanced level.  

 

Fine Arts Career Pathways 

 

Students will participate in an ensemble or visual art seminar daily and make adequate 

progress in performance and practice. All Royal Holloway Academy students will take one Fine 

Art Elective each year, in addition to the required daily seminar or ensemble. Opportunities for 

major performances, concert tours, a variety of ensembles, and other arts related activities will 

occur. Students are encouraged participate but must be mindful of the rigorous academic 

requirements of RHA educational programming.  
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Response to Intervention (RTI) & Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) 

The RTI/MTSS process has the potential to limit the amount of academic failure that any 

student experiences and to increase the accuracy of special education evaluations. This could also 

reduce the number of children who have been mistakenly identified as having learning disabilities 

when their learning problems are due to cultural differences or lack of adequate instruction. 

 Information and data gathered by an RTI/MTSS process can lead to earlier identification 

of children who have true disabilities and need special education services. Section 504 of the 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) states that it is the responsibility of the school to identify 

and evaluate students who, under section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, need special 

services in order to receive a free appropriate public education (FAPE). Students may be eligible 

for services under this provision even though they do not require services pursuant to the 

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).  

If request for a special education evaluation is made, the special education team has ten 

days to respond and determine that a need for evaluation is appropriate. If that need is determined, 

then the team must have signed a parent/guardian consent for testing. Once received, the team 

(with input from a parent/guardian) has 60 days to complete the evaluation, and 30 additional days 

to generate an individual education plan (IEP) – if the student qualifies for special education 

services.  

The IEP is designed specifically around the learning, physical, and behavioral needs of the 

student. Student learning and/or behavioral goals are developed, and resource support time is 

determined. The IEP team meets annually with the parent/guardian to discuss student growth and 

adjust goals. Students are evaluated every three years to determine change in services, if needed. 

A Parent/Guardian the right to refuse special education services. 

 

Special Education 

Special education services provide support for those students that are identified as needing 

specialized educational support. This support can serve students that fall under Section 504 of the 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Students who are identified as having learning or 

behavioral disabilities are provided a comprehensive range of services as specified in a students’ 

Individualized Education Plans (IEPs).  

Royal Holloway Academy’s special education program includes a range of services for 

students found eligible under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). Success of 

the special education program is ensured by working collaboratively with families, students, 

teachers, and other professionals to promote student success through individualized learning and 

support. This collaboration is key to providing children with disabilities a Free Appropriate Public 

Education (FAPE) in the Least Restrictive Environment (LRE). 
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English Language Learners (ELL) 

 English Language Learners bring diversity, a variety of languages, and rich cultural 

backgrounds to our campus.  RHA celebrates the value of being bilingual and biliterate in this 

rapidly changing world. A Student who speaks a language other than English at home or is not 

fluent in English is assessed by an ELL professional. Evaluation results place a student in 

beginning, intermediate or advanced ELL courses – or in a mainstream program. 

 The beginning ELL student develops English fluency and verbal communication skills to 

enable the student to function in the new environment. Reading and writing are used to reinforce 

these structures and vocabulary. The intermediate ELL student develops English fluency and 

expands their vocabulary, increase reading comprehension, and refine writing skills, with some 

participation in mainstream classes. The advanced ELL student moves towards English fluency in 

spoken and written English to approximate grade level competency. Integration into the 

mainstream classroom takes place when a student masters the advanced level ELL materials for 

the appropriate grade level and can comprehend content in the mainstream classroom. 

 

Gifted & Talented Program (G.A.T.E.) 

 The Gifted and Talented Experience is a program for those classified as Academically 

gifted and/or artistically talented.  Royal Holloway Academy provides services to a broad 

spectrum of students, including those identified as gifted and talented. After being identified as 

gifted and talented, an Advanced Learning Plan is designed for the student based upon areas of 

strength identified in assessments and through observational data. Goals are set by classroom 

teachers annually and are monitored throughout the year. Data on whether these goals were met is 

also reported annually. Areas of strength may be added each year, based upon assessment results. 

Students remain in the GT database unless there is a specific removal request from a parent. 

Assessments Used to Maintain Continued Eligibility: 

▪ Map Assessment – 80th percentile or Higher in a single or both Subject (6th & 7th Grade) 

▪ SC Ready – Exceeds Expectations in a Single or Both Subjects (6th & 7th Grade) 

▪ PSAT – 80th percentile or Higher (8th Grade) 

▪ ACT – 75th percentile or Higher (10th Grade) 

 

Students with excessive absences, a GPA lower than 2.95, or major disciplinary infractions will 

be up for review and possible removal from the G.A.T.E. program.  
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Performance & Assessment 

 Royal Holloway Academy administers standardized tests required by the South Carolina 

Department of Education and School Charter. Royal Holloway Academy provides results of these 

tests and other data relating to the performance goals to the School and prepares and provides an 

annual report to parents/guardians, the State Board, the RHA Board and community annually. 

 

Listing of Formal Assessments at Royal Holloway Academy

Middle School 

▪ SC Ready  

▪ SC PASS 

▪ Measurement of Academic (MAP) Growth 

▪ Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test PSAT 

High School 

▪ End of Course (E.O.C.) 

▪ American College Test (A.C.T.) 

▪ Advanced Placement (A.P.) 

▪ Ready to Work Assessment 

 

Students at Royal Holloway Academy will be required to take teacher and school derived 

assessments as necessary to track and monitor student growth and achievement. Test make up a 

substantial portion of the student’s grade, so it is important that students take these assessments.  

 

Missed Assessment Policy 

 

Quizzes – Quizzes are classroom assessments, which must be made up within three (3) days of an 

excused absence and one (1) day of an unexcused absence. At this point, the teacher will notify 

the parents and allow one more opportunity for the student to complete the quiz. If this opportunity 

is missed, the student will receive a zero (0) on the assessment.  

 

Teacher Derived Assessments – Teacher Derived Assessments which must be made up within five 

(5) days of an excused absence and three (3) days of an unexcused absence. If this opportunity is 

missed, the student will receive a zero (0) on the assessment.  
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Uniform Grading Policy & Graduation Requirements 

The uniform grading scale and the system for calculating GPAs and class rank will apply 

to all courses carrying high school units of credit (also known as Carnegie units); including units 

earned at the middle school levels. Schools S.C. Regulation 43-232.I.B permits high school credit 

for middle school students as follows: When approved by the principal and the parents, a student 

promoted to the seventh or eighth grade may take units of ninth grade or higher work for high 

school credit. 

 

 

Grading Scale 

For Carnegie Unit courses, please refer to the state Uniform Grading Policy (UGP) for 

quality points and state regulations guiding credit-bearing courses. 

 

 Grading Scale                High School Promotion Requirements 

 

  

  

   

  

 

South Carolina Graduation Requirements 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade Units Required Courses 

9th 0 N/A 

10th 5 1 Mathematics & 1 English 

11th 11 2 Mathematics & 2 English 

12th 16 3 Mathematics, 3 English, 

2 Sciences, & 2 History 

A 100-90 

B 89-80 

C 79-70 

D 69-60 

F 59-0 

Subject Area Units Required 

Literature & Composition 4 

Mathematics 4 

History & Civilization 3 

Science 1 

U.S. History 1 

Government & Economics 1 

Computer Science 1 

Physical Education 1 

Electives 7 

Total 24 
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South Carolina Uniform Grading Scale Conversions 
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Middle School Program Overview 

 

Royal Holloway Academy provides a Classical Education that meets entering sixth grade 

students with support to culminate the Grammar stage. The Grammar stage embraces learning the 

“what” or facts, while seventh and eighth grade correspond to the leaning of “why” – the Logic 

Stage. 

In the Logic stage, students test the facts they have learned and place data in an 

understandable manner. Students develop the capacity for more abstract thought as they expand 

on the knowledge base acquired during the grammar stage. Emphasis is placed on using facts to 

create proper sentences, define terms and eliminate ambiguity; and detect fallacies. Students are 

equipped to debate, construct and critique valid arguments; recognize logical fallacies, identify 

critical underlying assumptions, and further develop reasoning skills. 

 

 

Middle School Scope & Sequence 
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Middle School Honors Program: The Regal Cohort 

What is the Regal Cohort? 

The regal cohort is a program designed for the school’s most advanced students. 

Accelerated program of study allows students to progress through an educational program at rates 

faster or at ages younger than conventional. Annually, the top twenty (20) students in the sixth and 

seventh grades will be selected by invitation after review of scores on the Measures of Academic 

Progress (MAP) assessment and SC Ready Assessment to join the Regal Cohort for the upcoming 

year.  

This program provides rigorous coursework, self-guided research, and advanced 

mathematical, Literature, and Grammar preparation for High School and Advanced Placement 

courses (AP). Students in the Regal Cohort may qualify for the high school dual enrollment 

program, by obtaining the required score on the Preliminary Scholastic Assessment Test (PSAT), 

and may be able to graduate Royal Holloway Academy with a High School Diploma and Associate 

Degree. 

Royal Cohort Placement Requirements 

Sixth Grade Seventh Grade 

Mathematics 

M.A.P. 

Math 

S.C. Ready 

Math 

M.A.P. 

Math 

S.C. Ready 

Math 

85th – 99th   

Percentile 

Meets 

Expectations 

88th – 99th 

Percentile 

Exceeds 

Expectations 

 

 

 

 

 

How do I know if this is the right choice for my child?  

Important Points to Consider 

▪ Rigor and Challenge of an 

Accelerated Class 

 

▪ Rapid Course Pacing 

 

▪ Early College Planning &Financing 

▪ Advanced H.S. Coursework  

 

▪ Four Years of English and Math at 

the High School Level 

 

▪ Dual Enrollment Eligibility

 

Literature & Composition 

M.A.P. 

Reading 

S.C. Ready 

ELA 

M.A.P. 

Reading 

S.C. Ready 

ELA 

85th – 99th   

Percentile 

Meets 

Expectations 

88th – 99th 

Percentile 

Exceeds 

Expectations 
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South Carolina Uniform Grading Policy for Advanced Middle School Students 

South Carolina Uniform Grading Policy Applies to middle school courses carrying high 

school credit. Grades earned in middle school impact class rank and high school GPA. End-of-

Course (EOC) Examinations in Algebra I and English I count for 20% of the overall grade in the 

course.  

▪ A student who has taken a course for a unit of high school credit prior to his or her ninth 

grade year may retake that course regardless of the grade he or she has earned. 

 

▪ A student who retakes a high school credit course from middle school must complete it 

before the beginning of the second year of high school. A student in grades nine through 

twelve, must retake a course by the end of the next school year or before the next sequential 

course (whichever comes first). 

 

▪ In such a case, only the highest grade will be used in figuring the student’s GPA, however, 

both courses will remain on the high school transcript. The student may not retake the 

course if the course being replaced has been used as a prerequisite for enrollment in a 

subsequent course; i.e., a student may not retake Algebra 1 after having earned credit for a 

higher level mathematics course (Geometry, Algebra 2). 

Regal Cohort Matriculation 

Matriculation within the Regal Cohort starts with foundational coursework, which eases 

students into the intensity of an Advanced Honors Path or High School Dual Enrollment program. 

Ensuring students are solid in upper level mathematics, reading, and composition makes for a solid 

foundation when scholars reach upper level mathematics and science courses. Below is an outline 

of the Regal Cohort Matriculation.  

 

 

Criteria for Remaining the Regal Cohort 

 

 

 

 

Students must remain in good academic standing to remain in the Regal Cohort. Students will be 

allowed one semester of Academic Probation. 

Good Standing Academic Probation Dismissal (Meet 2 Reqs.) 

• 3.5 GPA 

• No Disciplinary Action 

• 0-3 Unexcused Absences 

• 3.4 or lower GPA 

• 1 Disciplinary Action 

• 3-4 Unexcused Absences 

• 3.0 or lower GPA 

• Academic Probation 

• 2 Disciplinary Actions 

• 5+ Unexcused Absences 
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Middle School Course Catalog 

 

Literature & Composition 

 

Literature & Composition 6:  

A study of English grammar and composition including a study of parts of a sentence, parts of 

speech, sentence structure, agreement, and diagramming sentences. Readings include: The Bronze 

Bow; The Railway Children; The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe; and the Wind and the 

Willows. Students also read, analyze, and compose short stories and poetry. 

Course Textbook: 

 

Literature & Composition 7: 

Focus on grammar, with the goal of making the students better readers and, ultimately, better 

writers. The course begins with a study of the parts of speech, then teaches the construction of 

sentences, and culminates in teaching how to write a coherent paragraph of at least five sentences. 

Throughout the year, the students read both literature and poetry. Students will learn how to discern 

and discuss plot, setting, imagery, character, and other elements of literature. Readings include 

Alfred Lansing, Shackleton’s Valiant Voyage; Mark Twain, Tom Sawyer; Richard 

Adams, Watership Down; Jack Schaefer, Shane; and British and American poetry.  

Course Textbook: 

 

Literature & Composition 8: 

Focuses on the reading and discussion of literature, the mastery of English grammar and 

punctuation, and the writing of a formal paragraph. Instruction in the rules and structure of English 

grammar and coherent paragraph-writing lays a foundation for the essay-writing that students will 

pursue in the rest of the curriculum. Students will learn to identify credible sources to compose 

argumentative and narrative essays using formal writing techniques. Readings include: J.R.R. 

Tolkien, The Hobbit; Charles Dickens, A Christmas Carol; Beowulf; Roger L. Green, King Arthur 

and His Knights of the Round Table; William Gibson, The Miracle Worker; British and American 

poetry. 

Course Textbook: 
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Classical Literature: 

In this course, students will study the founding works of great literature. They will read Homer, 

the world’s first great storyteller, Sophocles, a genius of tragedy, Virgil, perhaps the most talented 

poetic craftsman in history, and Shakespeare, the master of our own language. The goal is to 

engage with these great minds and participate in the worlds their stories create. Students will 

discover what makes these authors and their literature great. They will examine the questions they 

ask about human nature and begin to explore some of the answers they provide.  

Course Textbook:  

 

Composition: 

Writing is essential, and the ability to write well is the bedrock of academic success. Students write 

all the time, in their texts, emails, and journals, but writing in an academic setting carries its own 

rules. This course explores and explains how academic writing is created. By incorporating 

diagramming, model sentences, mentor texts, imitative writing, self-editing strategies, annotating, 

close reading, and writing workshops into daily study, students gain knowledge and practice of the 

methods and skills necessary to create dynamic, logical academic prose. Students polish their 

sentences and paragraphs in the first nine weeks, paying special attention to advanced sentence 

construction and the cohesive construction of essays. In the second nine weeks, students study 

rhetoric and logical reasoning to build writing skills. 

Course Textbook: 

 

Integrated English 7/8 : 

Students examine, analyze, and evaluate literature. Students compare literary elements, participate 

in inquiry discussions, construct critical responses to literature, learn to write effectively in a 

variety of forms for different audiences, study word structure, and select vocabulary to achieve a 

specific tone. 

Course Textbook: 
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Mathematics  

 

Mathematics 6: 

Focuses on proficiency in the four operations – addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division 

– with the following: whole numbers, decimals, fractions, ratios, proportions, and percentages. 

Student will explore the foundations of geometry, such as classifying polygons, and use 

measurement skills to find the perimeter, area, and volume of geometric figures. Students 

will study basic probability and explore permutations. Students will plan logically how to solve 

word problems. By the end of the course, students will work with integers using all four operations, 

solve equations and inequalities, and solve problems using the Pythagorean Theorem.  

Course Textbook: 

 

Mathematics 7: 

Focuses on algebraic thinking and on extending the understanding of the real number system to 

include integers, rational numbers, and irrational numbers. Students will investigate applications 

of number theory and will acquire skills in adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing integers. 

Students will solve applied problems by using one-step equations and inequalities, percent, and 

proportional reasoning. Students will develop algebraic thinking by analyzing patterns to discover 

relationships, by representing information through symbolic, graphical, and tabular methods, and 

by identifying relationships that are linear.  

Course Textbook: 

 

Foundations to Algebra: 

Students' study of pre-algebra focuses initially on numbers and their properties, especially integers, 

decimals, fractions, and percentages.  Students are then introduced to elementary set theory and 

move on to geometric figures and their properties.  Finally, they study linear equations. 

Course Textbook: 

 

Algebra I: 

Focuses on using symbols to represent numbers, allowing students to study the relationship of two 

or more quantities through equations and graphs. By the end of the course, students will gain 

familiarity with arithmetic rules that describe the nature of numbers. 

Course Textbook: 
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Sciences 

 

Life Science:  

Students develop skills in scientific observation, qualitative description, and the scientific method. 

Topics include:  What is life; cells, microorganisms, ecosystems and biomes, plants, insects, and 

human biological systems.   

Course Textbook: 

 

Sexual Education: (Optional; Requires Parent/Guardian Approval) One Semester Single-Gender 

Students learn about reproduction, fetal development, reproductive anatomy and physiology, and 

the social-emotional changes in puberty. They learn to differentiate between respectful, healthy 

relationships versus disrespectful, unhealthy relationships. Students practice interpersonal skills 

for healthy relationships. Optional lessons are provided on genetics, refusal skills, and risk 

reduction strategies. 

Course Textbook: Puberty: The Wonder Years – Grade 6 By: Wendy L. Sellers 

 

Physical Science:  

Students build upon their descriptive skills to include more quantitative analysis of cause and 

effect. Emphasis is also placed on creating mathematical models from data. Topics include atoms 

and bonding, electricity and magnetism, energy and simple machines and catapults. 

Course Textbook: 

 

Earth Science: 

Students continue to hone their skills in observation and employing the scientific method as they 

learn about what occurs inside the earth, on its surface, and in space.  Topics include plate 

tectonics, earthquakes, the atmosphere, and astronomy. 

Course Textbook: 
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History and Culture 

 

Ancient World Civilizations: 

Students study early civilizations from the rise of the Sumerians around 3500 BC to the sack of 

Rome in 410 AD. Specifically, students learn about the civilizations of the Tigris-Euphrates River 

Valley, Egypt, the Near East, Greece, and Rome, and how they interacted. A thematic examination 

of the history of Western Europe from roughly 200 BC to the beginning of the Renaissance. 

Students learn about the emergence and spread of Christianity in the Roman Empire, the 

development of modern nation-states from the collapsed Roman Empire, the role of the Catholic 

Church and its institutions in Western Europe, the struggles between the Catholic Church and 

secular authorities, and the conflict between Islam and Christian Europe.  

Course Textbook: 

 

World Geography: 

An emphasis on how land and water formations shape political, economic, and cultural life. 

Students examine the history and geography of human societies from 1600 to the present. Students 

learn about the growing interaction among society and the exchange of ideas, beliefs, technologies, 

and commodities among them. Students will address the continuing growth of the political and 

economic ideas that shaped the modern world. The study of concepts in reason and authority, the 

natural rights of human beings, the divine right of kings, experimentalism in science, the 

development of limited government, and the roots of modern-day tensions and issues. 

Course Textbook: 

 

South Carolina History: 

Focuses on the history of South Carolina and the role that the state and its people have played in 

the development of the United States as a nation. Students learn about the state’s development 

during colonial times; the growth of the American ideal, which led to the break with England; and 

the rising controversy about slavery, which led to the Civil War. The continued study of South 

Carolina from Reconstruction to the present, including the struggle for social and economic justice 

waged by the people of South Carolina, further allows students to see the progress that the state 

has made and also to visualize the future challenges yet to be met and overcome. 

Course Textbook: South Carolina: The History of an American State 

 

United States History: 

Focuses on European settlement to present day while examining the U.S. political, economic, 

geographic, and social history from a hybrid regional and chronological point of view. Throughout 

the course, the student will make connections between geography, politics, and economics, and 

their impact on world events and the human progress. 

Course Textbook: 
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World Language 

 

Introduction to Latin: 

This course begins a formal study of Latin. Students learn about Latin grammar through the study 

of English grammar. Conjugations, declensions, and vocabulary are introduced as well as the lives 

of famous Romans. 

Course Textbook: 

 

Latin 7: 

Focuses on the study of three of the groups (declensions) of nouns and adjectives and all verb 

groups (conjugations), including irregular verbs. Students are expected to master a substantial 

vocabulary, to understand elementary Latin grammar, and to acquire a basic skill in translating 

from English to Latin as well as from Latin to English. 

Course Textbook: 

 

Latin 8: 

Focuses on the core grammar of Latin. Students learn the indicative forms of active and passive 

verbs, five noun declensions, adjectives, pronouns, adverbs, and subordinate clauses. Learning 

new vocabulary and grammar is aimed increasingly at understanding the relationships of different 

parts of a sentence and at the coherent and fluid translation of Latin stories. 

Course Textbook: 
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Middle School Fine Arts Electives 

Dance: 

 

Dance History: 

Students will survey dance from primitive to contemporary times while tracing its role through 

historical eras. Students will come to an understanding of their own culture and begin to respect 

dance as a part of the heritage of many cultures from various areas around the globe as well as 

from their own communities. Students will receive historical and present-day information as 

knowledge and adapt their knowledge to the diversities of dance and society. 

Course Textbook: 

 

Choreography: 

This beginning level choreography course will introduce students to both the exploration of the 

choreographic process and the basic tools used in choreography. Students will learn through 

improvisations, assignments, class discussions, and the completion of a final piece that will be 

presented at the end of the term. 

Course Textbook: 

 

Practical Anatomy: Bones, Muscles, Movement: 

Students will learn musculoskeletal anatomy, basic kinesiology, strengthening and stretching 

practices, and injury identification and management. Students will support theoretical knowledge 

with experiential movement analysis in class. The goal of the course is to present a scientific basis 

that will aid in a greater understanding of how individual's bodies are shaped and move, and how 

to achieve greater efficiency of movement and desired performance outcomes. 

Course Textbook: 

 

Dance Ensemble: (Daily Requirement) 

Focuses on dance as an art form that challenges the entire body, stimulating the mind as well as 

the muscles.  Students will develop strength, flexibility, coordination, and confidence while 

learning fundamental movement skills, spatial and body awareness, dance vocabulary, theatrical 

terminology, the discipline and structure of dance classes, rehearsal and performance etiquette, 

and the appreciation of dance as a medium of self-expression. 

Course Textbook: 
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Music: 

 

Music Literature:  

This introductory course is designed to give students a deeper understanding of Western 

classical music by studying the different musical styles and trends from each time-period. 

This course will increase students' grasp of musical style and structure, as well as enhance their 

powers of aural perception. 

Course Textbook: 

 

Introduction to Music Theory: 

Focuses on the beginning music student, while providing a study of the basic elements of music. 

Topics include: notation, rhythm, scales, key signatures, intervals, chords, beginning level melodic 

and rhythm dictation, ear-training and sight singing skills. 

Course Textbook: 

 

Class Piano: 

Group instruction in piano performance. Intent of course is the development of piano proficiency 

skills. Focus given to basic keyboard technique, score reading and performance, sight-reading, 

harmonization, accompanying, and transposition. 

Course Textbook: 

 

Instrumental Music: (Daily Requirement) 

Applies the musical skills to the study of Instrumental music. The focus is on developing proper 

playing technique, score reading, and ensemble performance.  

Course Textbook: 

 

 

Vocal Music Ensemble: (Daily Requirement) 

Applies the musical skills to the study of vocal music. The focus is on developing a healthy vocal 

technique, choral score reading, and ensemble performance.  

Course Textbook: 
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Theatrical Arts 

 

Stage Design: 

Introduces students to a practical approach to technical and production aspects. Students learn the 

skills needed to construct scenery, hang, and focus lighting instruments, and implement a sound 

system. Students are trained in the usage of tools, lumber, and machinery. 

Course Textbook: 

 

Puppetry Arts: 

Students will learn the basics of designing and building puppets. Traditional puppet making 

techniques as well as new technologies will be discussed in detail, providing the student with a 

solid foundation in character design, technical drawings, process planning, materials, sculpting, 

carving, mold making, and more.  This will be a fully hands on, practical class where the students 

will be creating puppets and participating in performances. 

Course Textbook: 

 

Playwriting:  

Students study the process of writing for the stage by examining dramatic story structure, 

character, dialogue, theatrical spectacle & production, and by analyzing the relationship of these 

elements in successful play scripts or productions. Students learn and develop a facility with 

standard play script formatting, writing and revising a complete 10-15-minute play, a 25-40 minute 

one-act play (for a minimum 35 script pages for their final portfolio). Students will also participate 

in a production of their own and other class members’ plays. 

Course Textbook: 

 

Theater Ensemble: (Daily Requirement) 

Focuses on basic theater principles in stage movement, voice, diction, and pantomime. Students 

will study the history and vocabulary of theater while practicing techniques to overcome stage-

fright and develop self-confidence. Students will concentrate on improvisational techniques and 

acting skills. Students will write original scenes as well as acting skills for in-class performance 

and video projects. Write original scenes as well as act in established scenes and develop oral 

interpretation skills. Study the works of selected major playwrights.  

Course Textbook: 
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Visual Arts: 

 

Drawing & Painting: 

Emphasis on drawing and painting fundamentals. Experience art production using a variety of 

materials, such as pencil, charcoal, pastels, inks, printmaking, watercolors, and acrylics to develop 

skills essential to a career in art.  

Course Textbook: 

 

Introduction to Photography: 

Introduces students to the basics of photography, including camera functions and photo 

composition. Students will learn what it takes to create a good photograph and how they can 

improve photographs of animals, people, and landscapes. Students will also practice using photo-

editing software on their photographs. 

Course Textbook: 

 

Animation: 

Students will practice various methods of animation including stop-motion, cell animation, and 

Claymation. During these practices, student will develop and apply the twelve basic principles of 

animation. Many projects will require students to collaborate and work as a team. 

Course Textbook: 

 

Applications & Studio Practice in Visual Arts: (Daily Requirement) 

Focuses on the fundamental skills and techniques used in the visual arts. Students will be able to 

identify all the elements of art and principles of design in many varieties of artwork and in their 

own works. Students will be well practiced in a variety of media which includes drawing, painting, 

sculpture, mixed media, and more. Students will use the provided creative process to develop their 

own project proposals, and then apply the Studio Habits of Mind as they complete their art projects. 

Course Textbook: 
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Middle School Non-Arts Electives 

 

Physical Education: 

Focuses on health issues that affects their immediate and long-term health.  Maintaining a healthy 

way of living requires a balance of physical, mental-emotional, and social well-being. 

Course Textbook: 

 

Family and Consumer Science (FACS) & Life Skills: 

Focuses on skills that are useful for the efficient and productive management of the home and 

personal life.  Units of study may include: Foods & Nutrition with a focus on simple healthy food 

creations, Textiles & Sewing with an emphasis on clothing care and hand sewing, Housing & 

Interior Design that will focus on organization, Interpersonal Relationships that focus on self, 

friends, and family as well as life in middle school and positive leadership, and financial 

management and stability. 

Course Textbook: 

 

Computer Applications: 

Focuses on to the principles of business and keyboarding skills. Students will become proficient 

in Microsoft Office Suite and various other word processing, database, spreadsheet, charting, and 

graphics software.  

Course Textbook: 
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High School Program 
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High School Program Overview  

 

In ninth through twelfth grade, students put together their acquired knowledge and skills 

in the creation and articulate expression of their own ideas and begin to formulate their own 

worldviews. This is the Rhetoric stage. Classical education is incomplete without the final phase 

of acquiring wisdom and developing the capacity for beauty and clarity of expression. Students 

take positions on issues and argue using cogent, articulate, and persuasive communication. 

Discussion and analysis of controversial and fundamental issues; and philosophies will continue, 

and students will be required to critically examine the assumptions and conclusions intrinsic to 

their own philosophies and those of the world around them. 

 

 

 

High School Scope & Sequence 
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High School Honors Program: The Regal Cohort 

What is the Regal Cohort? 

The regal cohort is a program designed for the school’s most advanced students. 

Accelerated program of study allows students to progress through an educational program at rates 

faster or at ages younger than conventional. Annually, the top twenty (20) students in the sixth and 

seventh grades will be selected by invitation after review of scores on the Measures of Academic 

Progress (MAP) assessment, SC Ready Assessment, and the American College Test (ACT) to join 

the Regal Cohort for the upcoming year. Students in the Middle School Regal Cohort are 

automatically eligible for the High School Regal Cohort.  

This program provides rigorous coursework, self-guided research, and advanced 

mathematical, Literature, and Grammar preparation for Advanced Placement courses (AP) and 

Dual-Enrollment Courses. Students in the Regal Cohort may qualify for the high school dual 

enrollment program, by obtaining the required percentile on the American College Test (ACT) 

and may be able to graduate Royal Holloway Academy with a High School Diploma and Associate 

Degree. 

Royal Cohort Placement Requirements 

Eighth Grade Tenth Grade 

Mathematics 

M.A.P. 

Math 

S.C. Ready 

Math 

ACT 

Math 

ACT 

Math 

93rd – 99th   

Percentile 

Exceeds 

Expectations 

77th – 99th 

Percentile 

77th – 99th 

Percentile 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Points to Consider 

▪ Rigor and Challenge of an 

Accelerated Class 

 

▪ Rapid Course Pacing 

 

▪ Early College Planning &Financing 

▪ Advanced H.S. Coursework  

 

▪ Four Years of English and Math at 

the High School Level 

 

▪ Dual Enrollment Eligibility

 

Literature & Composition 

M.A.P. 

Reading 

S.C. Ready 

ELA 

ACT 

Math 

ACT 

Math 

85th – 99th   

Percentile 

Meets 

Expectations 

88th – 99th 

Percentile 

88th – 99th 

Percentile 
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South Carolina Uniform Grading Policy: Retaking Courses  

South Carolina Uniform Grading Policy Applies to middle school courses carrying high 

school credit. Grades earned in middle school impact class rank and high school GPA. End-of-

Course (EOC) Examinations in Algebra I and English I count for 20% of the overall grade in the 

course.  

▪ A student who has taken a course for a unit of high school credit prior to his or her ninth 

grade year may retake that course regardless of the grade he or she has earned. 

 

▪ A student who retakes a high school credit course from middle school must complete it 

before the beginning of the second year of high school. A student in grades nine through 

twelve, must retake a course by the end of the next school year or before the next sequential 

course (whichever comes first). 

 

▪ In such a case, only the highest grade will be used in figuring the student’s GPA, however, 

both courses will remain on the high school transcript. The student may not retake the 

course if the course being replaced has been used as a prerequisite for enrollment in a 

subsequent course; i.e., a student may not retake Algebra 1 after having earned credit for a 

higher level mathematics course (Geometry, Algebra 2). 

 

Regal Cohort Scope & Sequence 

Matriculation within the Regal Cohort starts with foundational coursework, which eases 

students into the intensity of an Advanced Honors Path or High School Dual Enrollment program. 

Ensuring students are solid in upper level mathematics, reading, and composition makes for a solid 

foundation when scholars reach upper level mathematics and science courses. Below is an outline 

of the Regal Cohort Matriculation.  

 

Criteria for Remaining the Regal Cohort 

 

 

 

 

Students must remain in good academic standing to remain in the Regal Cohort. Students will be 

allowed one semester of Academic Probation. 

Good Standing Academic Probation Dismissal (Meet 2 Reqs.) 

• 3.5 GPA 

• No Disciplinary Action 

• 0-3 Unexcused Absences 

• 3.4 or lower GPA 

• 1 Disciplinary Action 

• 3-4 Unexcused Absences 

• 3.0 or lower GPA 

• Academic Probation 

• 2 Disciplinary Actions 

• 5+ Unexcused Absences 
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Dual Enrollment Program: Thomas Holloway Early College (THEC) 

  

Thomas Holloway Early College (THEC) at Royal Holloway Academy is designed for 

motivated high school students, who seek academic challenges and want to get a head start on 

advanced academic goals. THEC is a four-year accelerated program designed as an alternative to 

the traditional high school program by providing an opportunity for students at Royal Holloway 

Academy to earn both a high school diploma and an Associate in Arts degree while in high school. 

Dual enrollment allows students to take college courses while enrolled in high school. 

These courses satisfy requirements for credit at the high school and college level. High school 

students who complete dual-enrollment courses generally take fewer courses in college and save 

money on total college costs. Being enrolled in the Dual Enrollment Program: Thomas 

Holloway Early College does not guarantee an Associate Degree to any student.  

 

Admission to Holloway College: 

▪ Saves students/families time and money 

▪ Allows students to experience college courses 

▪ Implores students to explore academically centered career planning 

 

THEC exposes students to opportunities, provides students with access to college courses, 

removes barriers, and transforms lives through early exposure to industry and higher education. 

Additionally, Holloway College provides students with opportunities to pursue credentials for 

employment, transferability, and degree completion through innovation, forward-thinking, and 

industry partnerships.  

 

Thomas Holloway Early College Scope & Sequence 

Courses Shaded in Gray are taken at the collegial level.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

31 
 

 

Thomas Holloway Early College Entrance Requirements 

 

Students of Royal Holloway Academy are groomed to be successful in advanced academic 

coursework. Students must show adequate academic growth in the areas of mathematics, literature 

and composition; and logic to apply for entrance to Thomas Holloway Early College. Entrance to 

the early college program is extremely competitive, with only ten (10) students per grade level 

being accepted, annually. Entrance requirements to the early college demand continual academic 

achievement, measurable scholastic aptitude, and adequate scores on admissions assessment(s).  

 

THEC Entrance Requirements 

 Students will apply for entrance to the Thomas Holloway Early College in the fall of their 

sophomore year and given provisional entrance. Students who meet the entrance requirements 

listed below will be formally admitted, while others who do not meet the requirement will be 

placed into the Regal Cohort. 

▪ Royal Holloway Academy Sophomore 

▪ 3.55 GPA or higher on the Uniform Grading Scale 

▪ Complete the following Advanced Placement (AP) Courses and Examinations 

• AP European History 

• AP Biology 

• AP Music Theory or AP Art History 

• AP English Literature and Composition 

• AP United States History 

• AP Chemistry 

• AP Research 

▪ Acceptable Assessment Scores: 

• AP Examination – 3 or above on all subject examinations 

• ACT – 20 or above on the English and math sections 

▪ Pass an Introductory level or Elective collegial course with an 85% or better 

▪ Letter of Recommendation from two (2) Royal Holloway Professors 

 

Additional Requirements 

Students admitted to THEC will be required to spend a semester abroad at Royal Holloway 

University in Egham, England for a summer semester of study and exploration with Royal 

Holloway Academy faculty. Students will take six (6) college credit hours in the summer prior to 

the senior year. Students have the potential to graduate with an AP Capstone Diploma, South 

Carolina High School Diploma from Royal Holloway Academy, and Associate Degree from an 

accredited institution. Students must successfully complete ALL coursework and required 

assessments to receive an Associate Degree. 
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High School Course Catalog 

Humanities & Letters 

 

Classical Literature: 

In this course, students will study the founding works of great literature. They will read Homer, 

the world’s first great storyteller, Sophocles, a genius of tragedy, Virgil, perhaps the most talented 

poetic craftsman in history, and Shakespeare, the master of our own language. The goal is to 

engage with these great minds and participate in the worlds their stories create. Students will 

discover what makes these authors and their literature great. They will examine the questions they 

ask about human nature and begin to explore some of the answers they provide. Instead of racing 

through excerpted versions of these works, this course moves deliberately through complete texts, 

delving into them in detail.  

Course Textbook: 

 

Caesar British Literature: 

In the opening lines of Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, the Pearl Poet cautions the reader that 

he enters a world “Where war and marvels / Take turns with peace, / Where sometimes lightning 

trouble / Has struck, and sometimes soft ease.” In this class, students explore the intersection of 

“wonder and woe,” inquiring into the temperamental nature of man’s fate. The course follows a 

standard, chronological survey structure of British Literature. It begins in the 14th century with 

the final days of courtly literature, moves through the cultural overhaul of 17th century Britain, 

encounters the Restoration Era and dawn of the novel, and concludes with the writings of Dickens 

in the midst of Queen Victoria’s reign.  

Course Textbook: 

 

Classical Children’s Literature: 

In this semester-long class, students will have the opportunity to revisit many of the classics they 

encountered during their early years as an ACA student and uncover the deeper meanings within 

the texts they may have missed as elementary students. The class’s central focus would be to 

explore the tension between the adult and adolescent worlds. This is a particularly poignant subject 

for students, particularly 12th graders, as they are on the cusp of entering into the adult world as 

full citizens and leaving behind that of their youth. As they revisit these beloved stories, we will 

endeavor to simply enjoy them together, but also to understand the importance of maintaining the 

ability to approach the world with a sense of childlike wonder and imagination.  

Course Textbook: 
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American Literature: 

After studying the founding myths of our civilization in Classical Literature and the essential 

stories of our intellectual inheritance in British Literature, American Literature will afford students 

the opportunity to place themselves in “this soil, this air.” Beginning with Walt Whitman’s famous 

self-celebration, students consider the nature and formation of the American literary self as it 

emerges during the second half of the 19th century. Hawthorne’s genre-bending The Scarlett Letter 

reflects on the early days of the American colonies to trace the formation of the American identity 

from its roots. In poetry and essays, Whitman, Emerson, and Thoreau articulate this project of 

forging an American literary identity, focusing on the natural world and its role in providing the 

language and freedom to write American books and live American lives. Next, because a period 

of exile is often essential to an understanding of self and homeland, students go to sea with Ishmael 

in Moby Dick. Mark Twain extends this theme of “journey away from home” in The Adventures 

of Huckleberry Finn. Students spend the second semester with three of the best writers the South 

has to offer: William Faulkner, Flannery O’Connor, and Robert Penn Warren. Finally, for a break 

from the South’s gothic tales, students will delve into the poetry of Emily Dickinson and Robert 

Frost at the close of the course.  

Course Textbook: 

 

Modern European Literature:  

Students finish the 11th grade year asking questions about human responsibility and the burdens 

of living in time. The 12th grade year expands this inquiry by examining how a free man navigates 

a world where every individual has already failed to fulfill his inherent responsibilities to his fellow 

man. The horror of this failure and the very burden of freedom compose this modern dilemma as 

authors wrestle with what it means to be in the world. The Modern European Literature Course 

will help students reconcile themselves with the implications of their own existence while 

providing a notion of redemption as they move towards fully exercising their freedoms in the wider 

world.  

Course Textbook: 

 

Composition: 

Writing is essential, and the ability to write well is the bedrock of academic success. Students write 

all the time, in their texts, emails, and journals, but writing in an academic setting carries its own 

rules. This course explores and explains how academic writing is created. By incorporating 

diagramming, model sentences, mentor texts, imitative writing, self-editing strategies, annotating, 

close reading, and writing workshops into daily study, students gain knowledge and practice of the 

methods and skills necessary to create dynamic, logical academic prose. Students polish their 

sentences and paragraphs in the first nine weeks, paying special attention to advanced sentence 

construction and the cohesive construction of essays. In the second nine weeks, students study 

rhetoric and logical reasoning to build writing skills.  

Course Textbook: 
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Advanced Composition: 

This course is available to students who wish to develop their writing skills beyond the required 

Composition course. It will act as a small group writing workshop in which students learn to 

thoughtfully critique and praise peer work. Imitation lies at the center of this course, and students 

may expect to delve into the work of particular writers, such as F. Scott Fitzgerald, James Joyce, 

and Ernest Hemingway, as they learn to describe, define, and persuade. Students will work daily 

to discover the structure and enduring attraction of beautiful texts, in effect, apprenticing 

themselves to great authors to develop a rich, personal writing style of their own. Each exercise 

will treat communication as the art it is, driving students to consider the purpose of writing, which 

practices make writing effective, and the relationship between truth and eloquence. Teacher 

recommendation is required.  

Course Textbook: 

 

Advanced Placement (AP) English Literature & Composition: 

The AP English Literature and Composition course focuses on reading, analyzing, and writing 

about imaginative literature (fiction, poetry, drama) from various periods. Students engage in 

close reading and critical analysis of imaginative literature to deepen their understanding of the 

ways writers use language to provide both meaning and pleasure. As they read, students consider 

a work’s structure, style, and themes, as well as its use of figurative language, imagery, and 

symbolism. Writing assignments include expository, analytical, and argumentative essays that 

require students to analyze and interpret literary works. 

Course Textbook: 

 

Western Civilization I: 

Western Civilization I is the first of two sections of the high school European History curriculum. 

The purpose of this course is to provide students with an understanding of the origin and nature of 

Western Civilization. Although Western Civilization I principally covers the ancient Greeks in the 

Fall Semester and the ancient Romans in the Spring Semester, the curriculum also explores other 

contributors to our civilization, such as the Paleolithic and Neolithic societies and the ancient Celts 

and Germans. At the end of the year, students will be able to speak about the ancient world and its 

importance as our cultural progenitor.  

Course Textbook: 
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Western Civilization II: 

Western Civilization II is a continuation of Western Civilization I. In Western Civilization II, the 

curriculum focuses on the ways the legacy of the ancient world was both transmitted and reshaped 

over the course of almost 2,000 years. In the Fall semester, the curriculum primarily explores Late 

Antiquity and the Early Middle Ages. In the Spring Semester, the focus shifts to the Later Middle 

Ages, Renaissance, and Enlightenment. Ultimately, students are expected to be informed about the 

intellectual, cultural and philosophical precepts upon which the Founding Fathers relied when 

setting forth on our American experiment.  

Course Textbook: 

 

U.S. History I (The Colonial Era through 1850): 

This course offers a survey of the major themes and events in American history from colonial 

times through the end of the eighteenth century, with special emphasis on the struggle for 

independence and the American founding. The organizational focus is primarily legal-political, 

but cultural, social, religious, and intellectual themes are also addressed. American history through 

the first century of U.S. independence, focusing on the development of legal/governmental 

institutions, the development of political theories, conflicts over slavery which led ultimately to 

the Civil War, and the constitutional disputes and changes that conflict brought about. The course 

delves deeply into the origins and nature of American governmental institutions, and the traditions, 

habits, and presumptions which brought those institutions into being.  

Course Textbook: 

 

U.S. History II (1851 through Present): 

American history through the first century of U.S. independence, focusing on the development of 

legal/governmental institutions, the development of political theories, conflicts over slavery which 

led ultimately to the Civil War, and the constitutional disputes and changes that conflict brought 

about. Special attention will be given to economic development, and the social and political 

stresses which urban growth and industrial expansion placed upon American institutions of 

government. Changing social patterns, including race relations and the Civil Rights movement, the 

post-1950s 'counter-culture' and radical 'New Left', and the origins of cultural and moral pluralism. 

The relationship of these social trends to shifting political philosophy, such as progressive 

centralization of power in the federal government and administrative agencies will be addressed. 

In foreign policy, special attention will be given to the World Wars and Cold War, events that led 

the United States into a new position of global leadership, and, eventually, military hegemony.  

Course Textbook: 
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American Government: 

The objective of this course is to prepare students for the rigors of citizenship by providing them 

with a basic knowledge of their government. Throughout this course, students should acquire a 

strong understanding of America’s founding principles and the relationship of those principles to 

our safety, liberty, and happiness. They should come to know the American frame of government 

and how it is intended to operate under the U.S. Constitution. Students will also study challenges 

to our founding principles and the U.S. Constitution throughout our history, and aspects of 

American government as it functions today.  

Course Textbook: 

 

Advanced Placement (AP) European History: 

AP European History is an introductory college-level European history course. Students cultivate 

their understanding of European history through analyzing historical sources and learning to make 

connections and craft historical arguments as they explore concepts like interaction of Europe and 

the world; economic and commercial developments; cultural and intellectual developments; states 

and other institutions of power; social organization and development; national and European 

identity; and technological and scientific innovation. 

Course Textbook: 

 

Advanced Placement (AP) United States History: 

AP U.S. History is an introductory college-level U.S. history course. Students cultivate their 

understanding of U.S. history from c. 1491 CE to the present through analyzing historical sources 

and learning to make connections and craft historical arguments as they explore concepts like 

American and national identity; work, exchange, and technology; geography and the environment; 

migration and settlement; politics and power; America in the world; American and regional 

culture; and social structures. 

Course Textbook: 

 

Advanced Placement (AP) U.S. Government & Politics: 

AP U.S. Government and Politics is an introductory college-level course in U.S. government and 

politics. Students cultivate their understanding of U.S. government and politics through analysis 

of data and text- based sources as they explore topics like constitutionalism, liberty and order, civic 

participation in a representative democracy, competing policy-making interests, and methods of 

political analysis. 

Course Textbook: 
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Economics: 

Economics is designed to develop students’ economic reasoning through an analysis of the basic 

principles of economics, the economy of the United States and its interrelationship with global 

economics, and important concepts of personal finance and financial literacy. A brief survey of 

the history of economic theory and an introduction to the basic principles of macroeconomics and 

microeconomics will be presented in the first semester. The course will explore important concepts 

of financial literacy by covering the following topics: Saving and Investing, Personal Banking, 

Taxes, Credit Card and Credit Markets, and Budgeting and Consumer Skills. 

Course Textbook: 

 

Moral Philosophy: 

Moral philosophy, or ethics, is the formal study of right action. From infancy, we are told what is 

“right” and what is “wrong.” What is the basis of such judgments? Do our duties to ourselves and 

to others derive from divine commands, social contracts, or principles of human nature? Do 

standards of right and wrong fluctuate according to time and place, or are there certain transcendent 

norms to which all human beings must adhere? To answer these questions and others, we study 

the moral tradition of the West. This is an exceedingly rich tradition, and this course examines 

many philosophers, statesmen, and storytellers. The overarching aim is to understand what 

constitutes the good and the virtues employed to achieve and to defend the good.  

Course Textbook: 

 

Political Philosophy: 

Political philosophy is the attempt to obtain political knowledge based on an accurate 

understanding of human nature and human history. With political knowledge, political 

philosophers can understand how men act in society and thus create forms of government that will 

affect the people’s safety and happiness. The Founding Fathers of the United States were political 

philosophers. Our objective is to read some important texts the Founders used as references and 

by reading the Founders themselves in defense of the Constitution—to understand the Constitution 

of the 5 United States of America. As political philosophers ourselves, we will not only gain 

knowledge of our nation but also become better citizens and defenders of that Constitution.  

Course Textbook: 
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Logic: 

Symbolic Logic focuses on the study of logic as the science of thinking. Logic as a science 

discovers universal rules and principles. Logic as an art teaches students to apply those rules and 

principles in a variety of situations. The student will learn the difference between an argument and 

an explanation, the difference between deduction and induction, and the differences among truth, 

validity, and soundness in argumentation. Students will learn effective methods of analysis and 

criticism, developing the ability to think critically, as well as learn the basis of the construction of 

arguments.   

Course Textbook: 

 

Advanced Placement (AP) Research: 

AP Research, the second course in the AP Capstone experience, allows students to deeply explore 

an academic topic, problem, issue, or idea of individual interest. Students design, plan, and 

implement a yearlong investigation to address a research question. Through this inquiry, they 

further the skills they acquired in the AP Seminar course by learning research methodology, 

employing ethical research practices, and accessing, analyzing, and synthesizing information. 

Students reflect on their skill development, document their processes, and curate the artifacts of 

their scholarly work through a process and reflection portfolio. The course culminates in an 

academic paper of 4,000–5,000 words (accompanied by a performance, exhibit, or product where 

applicable) and a presentation with an oral defense. 

Course Textbook: 

 

Advanced Placement (AP) Seminar: 

AP Seminar is a foundational course that engages students in cross-curricular conversations that 

explore the complexities of academic and real-world topics and issues by analyzing divergent 

perspectives. Students learn to investigate a problem or issue, analyze arguments, compare 

different perspectives, synthesize information from multiple sources, and work alone and in a 

group to communicate their ideas. 

Course Textbook: 
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World Languages 

 

Latin I: 

This course will introduce the basic grammar, vocabulary, history, and culture of ancient Roman 

civilization. Although some speaking will be involved, this course is focused on reading, 

translating, and writing. Students are expected to gain competent facility of basic grammar and 

linguistic tools that are useful not only for Latin but also designed to increase their understanding 

of English and other languages. 

Course Textbook: 

 

Latin II: 

Students will continue to build on the foundation learned in Latin I and develop a strong foundation 

of most Latin grammar. More emphasis will be placed on reading texts in Latin along with primary 

literature in translation. The history and themes of the late Republic and the rise of the Roman 

Empire are emphasized. 

Course Textbook: 

 

Latin III: 

This course is designed for students who have excelled in Latin I and Latin II. While constantly 

reviewing previous grammar, vocabulary, and advanced grammar will continue to be learned. 

During this class more and more emphasis will be placed on reading and translating adapted Latin 

texts a variety of authors. Additionally, students will explore the philosophical foundations of 

classical Greek and Roman civilization. 

Course Textbook: 

Advanced Placement (AP) Latin: 

The AP Latin course focuses on the in-depth study of selections from two of the greatest works in 

Latin literature: Vergil’s Aeneid and Caesar’s Gallic War. The course requires students to prepare 

and translate the readings and place these texts in a meaningful context, which helps develop 

critical, historical, and literary sensitivities. Throughout the course, students consider themes in 

the context of ancient literature and bring these works to life through classroom discussions, 

debates, and presentations. Additional English readings from both of these works help place the 

Latin readings in a significant context. 

Course Textbook: 
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French I: 

Students will compare expressions and cultures between America and the francophone countries. 

Covering introductions and basic greetings, straightforward descriptions, food preferences, 

shopping experiences, and home and family structures, each unit encourages students to consider 

how culture influences and challenges our perceptions. Students will encounter areas of 

convergence as well as significant differences in the way we experience language and culture as 

opposed to their French-speaking peers. 

Course Textbook: 

 

French II: 

Students will deepen their understanding of their own culture and learn to recognize and discuss 

similarities and differences between the American experience and that of France and other French-

speaking countries. Specifically, French grammar, vocabulary, and structure are presented, 

practiced, and integrated with supplemental activities and discussions of French history, traditions, 

products, geography, and habits, etc., accessed via the Internet, which provides access to an ever-

expanding and diverse supply of relevant and current information. 

Course Textbook: 

 

French III: 

This course emphasizes the use of language for active communication and helps students to 

develop an ability to understand spoken French in various contexts; a French vocabulary sufficient 

to read newspaper/magazine articles, literary texts, and other non-technical writings without 

dependence on a dictionary; and the ability to express themselves coherently, resourcefully, and 

with reasonable fluency and accuracy in both written and spoken French. 

Course Textbook: 

 

Advanced Placement (AP) French Language & Culture: 

The AP French Language and Culture course emphasizes communication (understanding and 

being understood by others) by applying interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational skills in 

real-life situations. This includes vocabulary usage, language control, communication strategies, 

and cultural awareness. The AP French Language and Culture course strives not to overemphasize 

grammatical accuracy at the expense of communication. To best facilitate the study of language 

and culture, the course is taught almost exclusively in French. The AP French Language and 

Culture course engages students in an exploration of culture in both contemporary and historical 

contexts. The course develops students’ awareness and appreciation of cultural products practices 

and perspectives. 

Course Textbook: 
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Mathematics 

 

Algebra I: 

Algebra I further develop the idea of using symbols to represent numbers, allowing students to 

study the relationship of two or more quantities through equations and graphs. By the end of the 

course, students will gain familiarity with arithmetic rules that describe the nature of numbers.  

Course Textbook: 

 

Geometry: 

Euclidean geometry carefully defines the relationship of points, lines, planes, and space, which 

allows students to utilize deductive reasoning to present a clear argument. Topics covered include 

perpendicular and parallel lines, similar figures, and coordinate geometry.  

Course Textbook: 

 

Algebra II: 

 This course explores properties of fundamental functions in Algebra: linear, quadratic, 

polynomial, exponential, logarithmic, radical, and rational functions. The topics of study also 

include development of strategies for solving equations and inequalities, solving systems involving 

two and three variables, introduction to matrices and using them to solve systems, understanding 

sequences and series, and understanding of probability involving permutation and combination 

methods.  

Course Textbook: 

 

Calculus: 

Students will be introduced to the fundamental principles of differential and integral calculus. 

Topics covered include detailed study of limits, continuity, derivatives, and integrals of algebraic 

and transcendental functions of one variable with applications to curve- 9 tracing, maxima-minima 

related rate problems. Upon completion, students should be able to select and use appropriate 

models and techniques for finding solutions to derivative and anti-derivative related problems with 

and without technology.  

Course Textbook: 
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Statistics and Probability: 

This is an introductory course in statistics designed to provide students with the basic concepts of 

data analysis and statistical computing. Topics covered include necessary descriptive measures, 

measures of association, probability theory, confidence intervals, and hypothesis testing. The main 

objective is to provide students with practical tools for assessing statistical claims and conducting 

their statistical analyses.  

Course Textbook: 

 

Advanced Placement (AP) Calculus BC: 

AP Calculus BC is an introductory college-level calculus course. Students cultivate their 

understanding of differential and integral calculus through engaging with real-world problems 

represented graphically, numerically, analytically, and verbally and using definitions and theorems 

to build arguments and justify conclusions as they explore concepts like change, limits, and the 

analysis of functions.  

Course Textbook: 

 

Advanced Placement (AP) Statistics: 

AP Statistics is an introductory college-level statistics course that introduces students to the major 

concepts and tools for collecting, analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data. Students cultivate 

their understanding of statistics using technology, investigations, problem solving, and writing as 

they explore concepts like variation and distribution; patterns and uncertainty; and data-based 

predictions, decisions, and conclusions. 

Course Textbook: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

43 
 

 

Scientific Study 

 

Biology: 

Biology expands on the life science concepts acquired in earlier courses. Students will explore a 

diversity of topics, including the inner workings of the cell and DNA, the functioning of the human 

body, and the interactions of ecosystems to gain a deeper understanding of how life systems 

operate. This course aims to open students’ eyes to the world growing in and around them; to help 

them understand what makes life work, and how they fit into it.  

Course Textbook: 

 

Physiology: 

This course will expand on the body systems introduced in 9th grade Biology, from the smallest 

skin cell to the vast network of nerves in your nervous system. By the end of the course, students 

will understand why their body acts the way it does, how the systems interact with each other, and 

what can happen when these systems malfunction. Systems include: Cardiovascular, Respiratory, 

Nervous, Muscular, Endocrine, Immune, Reproductive.  

Course Textbook: 

 

Chemistry: 

This course provides students with a fundamental understanding of matter and change, scientific 

measurements and procedures, atomic structure, chemical bonding, chemical formulas, chemical 

reactions and equations, stoichiometry, states of matter, kinetic theory of matter, gas laws, solution 

chemistry, acid-base theories and reaction energy. Each major unit includes a historical 

perspective, focusing on the questions posed, analyzed and answered by the founders of modern 

chemistry. Students will do a number of laboratory experiments and investigations. 

Course Textbook: 

 

Astronomy: 

Introduction to astronomy begins with an orientation to the cosmic landscape and a study of the 

daily and annual cycles of the sky. Topics include constellations, eclipses, and the seasons. From 

here, we examine the historical origins of the science and early models of the solar system and 

universe from the ancient cultures through the Renaissance. Newton and Kepler’s Laws will 

inform an analysis of the orbital motion of planets and satellites, and a thorough examination of 

the properties of light will illuminate an inquiry into spectroscopy, telescopes, and the 

characteristics and evolution of stars. 

Course Textbook: 
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Advanced Placement (AP) Biology: 

AP Biology is an introductory college-level biology course. Students cultivate their understanding 

of biology through inquiry-based investigations as they explore topics like evolution, energetics, 

information storage and transfer, and system interactions. 

Course Textbook: 

 

Advanced Placement (AP) Chemistry: 

AP Chemistry is an introductory college-level chemistry course. Students cultivate their 

understanding of chemistry through inquiry-based lab investigations as they explore the four Big 

Ideas: scale, proportion, and quantity; structure and properties of substances; transformations; and 

energy. 

Course Textbook: 

 

Advanced Placement (AP) Environmental Science: 

Students cultivate their understanding of the interrelationships of the natural world through 

inquiry-based lab investigations and field work as they explore concepts like the four Big Ideas; 

energy transfer, interactions between earth systems, interactions between different species and the 

environment, and sustainability. 

Course Textbook: 
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High School Fine Arts Electives 

This section is broken down into Fine Arts Career Pathways 

 

Performing Arts 

 

Dance 

 

Dance I-IV: (Dance Ensemble): (Daily Requirement) 

The class progresses as an extension from the introductory class. Dance II begins with the 

demarcation of various dance styles: ballet, modern, jazz, Afro, lyric, musical comedy, and hip-

hop. Turns, hops, jumps, and leaps are introduced at this level. With these additions, proper 

placement, especially of the knee, is of the utmost importance to prevent injury. The complexity 

of combination's with further emphasis on technique and style is focused. Pre-stretch includes 

mostly isolations with advanced modern/jazz/ballet barre. Knowledge of classical ballet technique 

is a prerequisite for this class. It should be noted that advanced classes require major time 

commitments from each dancer. 

 

World Dance: 

The study of dance, a universal art found in all human societies, is reflective of cultural history, 

aesthetics, and belief systems. To comprehend dance of diverse cultures more completely, students 

will study the societies and time periods from which the dances evolved. Through this 

investigation, students will better understand dance as: an emblem of cultural identity, social order, 

power and gender-specific behavior; an expression of religious worship and/and or ritual; a 

classical art form; and as a medium for personal expression in western and non-Western cultures. 

 

Dance Improvisation: 

Find expression and embodiment through the practice of movement improvisation. Open to all 

levels of ability. Come with a desire to move, an open mind and a willingness to explore in a 

noncompetitive environment. We will learn to fall, roll and work with gravity in relationship to 

others and ourselves 

 

Pas de Deux/Pointe: 

This course develops a student’s partnering skills in dance through increased technical 

development and the learning of classical repertory. A portion of this course focuses on the 

development of pointe technique for women and classical variations for men. This course is 

designed to develop the advanced-intermediate level dance student’s ability to transfer classical 

ballet skills into partnered pas de deux work 
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Dance History: 

Students will survey dance from primitive to contemporary times while tracing its role through 

historical eras. Students will come to an understanding of their own culture and begin to respect 

dance as a part of the heritage of many cultures from various areas around the globe as well as 

from their own communities. Students will receive historical and present-day information as 

knowledge and adapt their knowledge to the diversities of dance and society. 

 

Choreography: 

Students focus on dance styles that characterize our dance world in the new millennium. Artists 

will draw freely on all traditions that have developed through the centuries. The diversity of the 

class will include intermingled repertory within single choreographic works. Each dancer will 

discover his/her own reputation in proportion to the richness and complexity of personal creations. 

Student projects will include five dance critiques, four performances with summations, two 

professional auditions with summations, two two-to-three minute choreographed pieces (teacher 

approvals), participation in a musical production, and a final paper on four choreographers within 

the same dance idiom (five source minimum). 
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Music 

 

Instrumental Music Ensembles I-IV: (Daily Requirement) 

Instrumental Music Ensembles are for various wind, string, and percussion instrumentalist. This 

course is designed to improve skills as ensemble performer. The goal of the Instrumental Music 

Ensembles course is for students to perform at a high-level while being exposed to Instrumental 

literature thereby preparing them for their senior recital and college entrance auditions. 

 

Vocal Music Ensembles I-IV: (Daily Requirement) 

Vocal Music Ensembles focus on the basics of music including sight-reading, theory, and proper 

vocal technique. Students will learn solfege hand signs, proper singing technique, performance 

etiquette, choral intonation, and how to blend as a group. 

 

Applied Music Lessons (APM): (Semester Fee: $100.00) 

Students are given an opportunity to gain experience in performing before an audience through 

participation in recital programs. Students study on their primary instrument with an adjunct 

professor one-on-one. 

 

Music Composition I-IV: 

Independent work in contemporary techniques of composition. Study and discussion of significant 

issues and recent developments in music composition, computer music and music technology. 

Course work focuses on the student’s own creative activity leading to public performance.  

 

Music Production I-IV: 

An introduction to the history, theory, practice and politics of digital music and sound art. Focusing 

on the impact of technology and its aesthetic and social implications, students will be introduced 

to tools and techniques from a wide spectrum of musical forms and aesthetic practices. The course 

also addresses music and sound within the context of emerging trends in new technologies, 

including computer games, the internet, and mobile media. Explores audio postproduction 

techniques for three-dimensional animation, film, and video including digital recording, editing, 

sound synthesis and composition, and music to animation/video/film synchronization. 

 

Advanced Placement (AP) Music Theory: 

AP Music Theory is an introductory college-level music theory course. Students cultivate their 

understanding of music theory through analyzing performed and notated music as they explore 

concepts like pitch, rhythm, form, and musical design. 
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Music History: 

This introductory course is designed to give students a deeper understanding of Western classical 

music by studying the different musical styles and trends from each time period. This course will 

increase students’ grasp of musical style and structure, as well as enhance their powers of aural 

perception. Students will learn the basic elements of music, understand some common musical 

forms, and be able to distinguish between the main historical styles. The last portion of the semester 

will involve a discussion on film music, music technology, world music traditions and cultures, 

and current trends in music 

 

 

Class Piano: 

Group instruction in piano performance. Intent of course is the development of piano proficiency 

skills. Focus given to basic keyboard technique, score reading and performance, sight-reading, 

harmonization, accompanying, and transposition. 
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Theatre 

 

Theater Ensemble: (Daily Requirement) 

Focuses on basic theater principles in stage movement, voice, diction, and pantomime. Students 

will study the history and vocabulary of theater while practicing techniques to overcome stage-

fright and develop self-confidence. Students will concentrate on improvisational techniques and 

acting skills. Students will write original scenes as well as acting skills for in-class performance 

and video projects. Write original scenes as well as act in established scenes and develop oral 

interpretation skills. Study the works of selected major playwrights.  

 

Theatre History: 

This course introduces and explores theater from page to stage as a live performing art. Topics 

include the relationship between theater and society (historical and contemporary), dramatic 

structure, theatrical representation, and the crafts of theater artists such as directors, designers, 

playwrights, and actors. 

 

Stage Make-Up: 

Students will study the aesthetics, materials, and procedures of stage makeup involving: corrective 

and aging techniques, latex and derma wax for witches and fairies, character makeup for a variety 

of historical periods and genres, the creation of animals and monsters, and the construction of 

beards and mustaches.   

 

Technical Theatre: 

Technical Theatre class will introduce areas of stagecraft and theatrical production. Students will 

climb ladders, lift things, build (no power tools), paint, work online, research, work with makeup, 

and handle expensive audio and visual equipment. 

 

Stage Design: 

Introduces students to a practical approach to technical and production aspects. Students learn the 

skills needed to construct scenery, hang, and focus lighting instruments, and implement a sound 

system. Students are trained in the usage of tools, lumber, and machinery. 

 

Puppetry Arts: 

Students will learn the basics of designing and building puppets. Traditional puppet making 

techniques as well as new technologies will be discussed in detail, providing the student with a 

solid foundation in character design, technical drawings, process planning, materials, sculpting, 

carving, mold making, and more.  This will be a fully hands on, practical class where the students 

will be creating puppets and participating in performances. 

 

 



 

50 
 

Media Arts & Technology  

 

Fashion & Design I-IV: (Daily Requirement) 

Fashion and Design class is a study of the current fashions and styles best suited to the individual 

student, fashion careers, fashion history, merchandising, and clothing care. This course will aide 

in wardrobe planning and developing beginner sewing skills. Students will also be given the 

opportunity to create their own line of clothing and accessories and will learn how to professionally 

present and market their goods. 

 

Graphic Design I-IV: (Daily Requirement) 

Graphic Design is a course that explores graphic communication through the understanding of the 

elements and principles of design; as well as, the design process, from idea development through 

the final execution of a document. 

 

Graphic Art & Printing: 

This course focuses on the procedures commonly used in the graphic communication and design 

industries. Students will gain experience in creative problem solving and the practical 

implementation of those solutions across multiple areas of graphic communications. Students will 

develop the overall layout and production design of magazines, newspapers, journals, corporate 

reports, and other publications. Students will produce promotional displays, packaging, and 

marketing brochures for products and services, design distinctive logos for products and 

businesses, and develop signs and signage systems—called environmental graphics—for business 

and government.  

 

Desktop Publishing: 

Introduces Adobe InDesign, a desktop publishing software, to design and create effective 

publications such as announcements, fliers, advertisements, and reports. Students will create, 

import, and manipulate text and/or graphics through use of software features. 

 

Advanced Placement (AP) 2-D Art and Design, Advanced Placement (AP) 3-D Art and Design, 

and Advanced Placement (AP) Drawing: 

The AP Art and Design program consists of three different courses and AP Portfolio Exams—

AP 2-D Art and Design, AP 3-D Art and Design, and AP Drawing—corresponding to college 

and university foundations courses. Students may choose to submit any or all of the AP Portfolio 

Exams. Students create a portfolio of work to demonstrate inquiry through art and design and 

development of materials, processes, and ideas over the course of a year. Portfolios include 

works of art and design, process documentation, and written information about the work 

presented. In May, students submit portfolios for evaluation based on specific criteria, which 

include skillful synthesis of materials, processes, and ideas and sustained investigation through 

practice, experimentation, and revision, guided by questions. Students may choose to submit any 

or all of the AP Portfolio Exams. 
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Visual Arts 

 

Interior Design: 

This class is designed to help the student learn to make wise housing choices, to learn about art 

principles and their application to decorating choices, study floor plans, room and furniture 

arrangement and selection, study housing styles, as well as, consumer rights and responsibilities. 

 

Painting & Drawing: 

This Course provides an opportunity for students to expand on the drawing and painting concepts 

introduced in Studio in Art. Emphasis is placed on experiences with design 

principles, drawing techniques and painting skills leading to the development of abilities that are 

necessary for advanced art courses. 

 

Sculpting & Pottery: 

This class explores the various materials used to create sculptures, which include wood, plaster, 

steel, and stone. Students learn how to manipulate these materials and use sculpting tools safely. 

They analyze other works of sculpture through reading, discussion and critique and examine 

geometric, abstract, and organic forms. This class is generally taken first in a sculpture program. 

 

Photography & Videography: 

Students explore theoretical and practical elements of photography and cinematography with an 

emphasis on lighting and sound. While learning techniques of studio and location lighting, 

students also study contemporary trends and styles. Topics include lenses, accessory camera 

equipment, lighting, digital compression, sound design, audio recording, video formats, camera 

capabilities, features and operation, camera control, movement and composition, storyboarding, 

and how to shoot with editing in mind. Students will take still shots and develop film and 

create/edit videography projects. 

 

AP Art History: 

Explore the history of art across the globe from prehistory to the present. Students will analyze 

works of art through observation, discussion, reading, and research. Students will evaluate works 

of art from different eras and cultures noting connections to artistic traditions, styles, or practices 

in a work of art. Students will develop a theory about the meaning of a work of art. 
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Non-Arts High School Electives 

 

Health 

Health is the condition of the human body when it is functioning properly. Lack of health—or 

being unhealthy—is the condition of the human body when it is not working properly or to its 

potential. Health class is the formal study of the human body in order to understand what 

constitutes health, what practices and habits contribute to health, what practices and habits impair 

health, and what ailments and conditions must be diagnosed and treated lest they endanger health. 

 

Driver’s Education 

The primary purpose of Driver and Traffic Safety Education is to save lives and reduce motor 

vehicle collisions through the education of future highway users. The course content emphasizes 

the personal and social implications that are pertinent to the safe and efficient operation of a motor 

vehicle. 

 

Personal Fitness 

This course will focus on the different types of workouts that can be accomplished to increase 

strength, endurance, and flexibility. Students will learn about muscle groups, proper lifting form, 

circuit training, interval training, and how to tier/rotate workouts. 

 

Personal Finance 

Focuses on understand the impact of individual choices on occupational goals and future earnings 

potential. Topics covered will include income, money management, spending and credit, as well 

as saving and investing. 

 

Speech & Debate 

Focuses a variety of styles of public speaking and formal debate. Through research and practice 

students will become familiar with these styles through instruction, research, and practice. 

 

Family and Consumer Science (FACS) & Life Skills: 

Focuses on skills that are useful for the efficient and productive management of the home and 

personal life.  Units of study may include: Foods & Nutrition with a focus on simple healthy food 

creations, Textiles & Sewing with an emphasis on clothing care and hand sewing, Housing & 

Interior Design that will focus on organization, Interpersonal Relationships that focus on self, 

friends, and family as well as life in middle school and positive leadership, and financial 

management and stability. 
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Computer Applications: 

Focuses on to the principles of business and keyboarding skills. Students will become proficient 

in Microsoft Office Suite and various other word processing, database, spreadsheet, charting, and 

graphics software.  

 

 

Listing of Advanced Placement (AP) Courses at RHA 

 

• AP Latin 

• AP French 

• AP Pathway Elective 

• AP European History 

• AP Biology 

• AP Music Theory or AP Art History 

• AP English Literature and Composition 

• AP United States History 

• AP Chemistry 

• AP Research 

• AP Seminar 

• AP Calculus BC 

• AP Statistics 

• AP Politics & Government 

• AP Environmental Science 

 

 

 


